
Easter Baskets

For Easter, the Hershey's Chocolate Company makes Kisses®
wrapped in colored foil. The Easter Bunny has a bag containing
the following candies:

The Easter Bunny is making up Easter baskets for Flopsy,
Mopsy and Peter Cottontail. If he does his best to share the
Kisses® evenly among the 3 bunnies, show what each of their
baskets will contain.
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Easter Baskets

Suggested Grade Span

Pre-K-2

Task

For Easter, the Hershey's Chocolate Company makes Kisses® wrapped in colored foil. The
Easter Bunny has a bag containing the following candies:

The Easter Bunny is making up Easter baskets for Flopsy, Mopsy and Peter Cottontail. If he
does his best to share the Kisses® evenly among the 3 bunnies, show what each of their
baskets will contain.

Alternate Versions of Task

More Accessible Version:

For Easter, the Hershey’s Chocolate Company makes Kisses® wrapped in colored foil. The
Easter Bunny has a bag containing the following candies:

Light Pink: 6
Dark Pink: 9
Silver: 15
Green: 12
Blue: 3

The Easter Bunny is making up Easter baskets for Floppy, Mopsy, and Peter Cottontail. If he
does his best to share the Kisses® evenly among the 3 bunnies, show what each of their
baskets will contain.
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More Challenging Version:

The Easter Bunny surveyed 75 kids, asking them to name their most favorite color of Hershey’s
Kiss®. Here are the results:

The Easter Bunny must order 1,500 Hershey’s Kisses® for Easter. Using the information above,
determine how many of each color Kiss® the Easter Bunny should order.

Context

The week after Easter the students are full of stories about their Easter egg hunts and the
Easter basket they received. This week as part of a reading unit, we read The Tale of Peter
Rabbit, by Beatrix Potter. This problem featuring Flopsy, Mopsy and Cottontail very nicely tied
those two activities together.

What This Task Accomplishes

This task enables students to apply their knowledge of charts and tally marks. It challenges
their organizational skills and their ability to keep track of a lot of data. It shows those students
who have persistence and industry to complete the task in one work session and those who are
overwhelmed by a lot of data. With the use of manipulatives to represent candy, the problem is
accessible to students with different levels of calculation skill.

What the Student Will Do

Some students will solve the problem by grouping manipulatives and counting. Others will be
able to draw on their knowledge of basic multiplication facts, their growing use of the addition
algorithm and from their knowledge of coins (3 x 25 = 75). How students approach the task
reveals their grasp of division as "even sharing."
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