
Checkerboard Investigation

While watching a couple of students play checkers one day, I
wondered, "Just how many squares are on that board?" I
thought and thought and came up with a number greater than
200! Is that possible?

Your task is to find out exactly how many squares are on that
board. Be creative and thoughtful about your mathematics.
Show all of your work, explain all of your thinking and identify
all the strategies you use to solve this problem.
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Checkerboard Investigation

Suggested Grade Span

3-5

Task

While watching a couple of students play checkers one day, I wondered, "Just how many
squares are on that board?" I thought and thought and came up with a number greater than
200! Is that possible?

Your task is to find out exactly how many squares are on that board. Be creative and thoughtful
about your mathematics. Show all of your work, explain all of your thinking and identify all the
strategies you use to solve this problem.

Alternate Versions of Task

More Accessible Version:

How many squares can you find in the picture below?

More Challenging Version:

While watching a couple of students play checkers one day, I wondered, "Just how many
squares are on that board?" I thought and thought and came up with a number greater than
200! Is that possible?
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